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#EU4Ocean

#Youth4Ocean

#EUBlueSchools

Agenda

❑ Welcome by Irene Pateraki, EUN

❑ Network of European Blue Schools, by Evy Copejans & 

Dominika Wojcieszek

❑ Shape your future. Little waves make a big ocean, by Ana 

Norohna

❑ We are Blue Schools, by Christian Esteva Burgos

❑ Closure by Irene Pateraki, EUN
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Evy Copejans

Dominika Wojciezek

EMSEA 

European Marine Science Educators Association

Network of European Blue Schools

an initiative by EU4Ocean Coalition
DG MARE/CINEA

https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills/ocean-literacy/network-blue-schools_en
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Why do we need to
learn about the ocean

and seas?
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Study of school curricula in Portugal, Belgium, France, 
Germany, United Kingdom, 

Finland, Romania, Greece and Croatia, EUN (2020)

The ocean in formal education Ocean blindness

“Can we be science literate 
without being ocean literate?”
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EU Blue Schools

Bring the ocean
into the classroom

all ages – countries - regions

@Escolas Blavas, Mallorca
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Foundations of EU Blue Schools

⁄⁄ 11. Project-Based 
Learning

Active learning

⁄⁄ 21ST century 
skills

2. Open Schooling

3. Agents of change

School ecosystem
Real-life learning

⁄⁄ Education for 
Sustainable 

Development
Blue careers

⁄⁄ Think global, act 
local
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Examples of blue school projects

Boat
building
(PT)

Learning native 
language from
elderly people
(CR)

Making biofuel
from algae on 
the beach (RO)

Watersports and
ocean culture (ES)

Fishwaste
product
development
(FR) 

Campaigning (AU)

https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills/ocean-literacy/network-blue-schools/members_en
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Connecting classrooms

International collaboration between schools
-cultural exchange: peer-to-peer exchanges 
-being part of the European Network and
contributing to the European and global mission
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National/regional/local
Blue School programs

Multi-country Blue 
School programs

Portugal

Mallorca

Individual schools

Associated partner
programs

Calls 
for

funding
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“Success is the sum of 
small efforts —
repeated day in and 
day out”



www.eu-oceanliteracy.eu

Thank you

Evy Copejans

EMSEA

EU Blue Schools
info@blueschools.eu

evy.copejans@emsea.eu

http://www.emsea.eu/
https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills/ocean-literacy/network-blue-schools_en


info@blueschools.eu

mailto:info@blueschools.eu


NO WATER NO LIFE

NO BLUE NO GREEN

Sylvia Earle



November 12
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Blue Forests!
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European Marine Board, June 2023 and October 2023



OCEAN ATLAS 2017
Heinrich Böll Foundation, University of Kiel Future Ocean Cluster of Excellence, www.futureocean.org



Accelerated to 

4.8 mm/year

Almost 5 cm in 10 years…





What happens in Antarctica 
does not stay in Antarctica

Antonio Guterres 

APNEWS.COM

BY ISABELLA O’MALLEY AND
ALEXANDRE PLAZA
Updated 11:41 PM WET, 
November 24, 2023



Humanity counts on the ocean. 
But can the ocean count on us? 

We should be the ocean´s best 
friends but right now humanity is 
its worst enemy.

António Guterres
United Nations Secretary General



North American institutions   
(2003 – 2010) 

Portugal, Europe 2011



1st Ocean Conference 2017





https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Foceandecade.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Foceandecade_logo_color_EN.jpg&tbnid=7ydPSfZnCFpfUM&vet=12ahUKEwin8YjDzOCCAxXBXaQEHTOKCgsQMygAegQIARBN..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Foceandecade.org%2F&docid=dG2YOTbVyegSaM&w=900&h=900&q=un%20ocean%20decade&ved=2ahUKEwin8YjDzOCCAxXBXaQEHTOKCgsQMygAegQIARBN


Galway Statement, May 2013
“… promote our citizens´ understanding of the value of the Atlantic by 

promoting oceans literacy.”

Belém Statement, July 2017 
“Ocean engaged citizens through enhanced ocean literacy 
initiatives”

“

All-Atlantic Ocean Research and Innovation Alliance (AAORIA) Declaration 2022

“Promoting ocean literacy and broadening engagement in ocean sciences and 
ocean sustainability.



15 countries

allatlanticblueschools.com

Started 2021



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKDAxTSiKVY


Children as active players in their education



Build capacity and empower teachers



Engage with scientists



Engage with the community

Group of Schools
Gafanha da Encarnação
Ílhavo, Portugal 



Engage with artists

Protection of seahorses
EB 2,3 João da Rosa, 

Olhão, Portugal 



Engage with the Blue Economy









THE PROJECT 

Goal: to implement a pilot action in the Island of

Mallorca and certify 100 schools in the period of

1 year

How? We are Blue Schools bottom-up Approach.





Develop a 
project with 
interlinked 
activities

Communicate
project results

Produce a 
clear output

Collaborate 
with a local 

partner

Involve all
students





Method

Creativity
Previous Contacts
One to One meetings
Calls (Emails do not work!)
Connecting to local initiatives
Research
Social Media
Don't Give Up!

Bottom - Up Approach



SCHOOL

COMPANY

NGO

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

MEDIA



SCHOOL

COMPANY

NGO

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

MEDIA

Project: Upcycling Microplastics













OUR NETWORK









REPLICABILITY:

From Balearic Islands to
Canary Islands



THE BLUE STARTS IN THE ROOTS



IG: somescoles_blaves_eu

THANK YOU!
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